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MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HEROISM OF HERBERT A. 
LITTLETON 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, today 
the citizens of South Dakota are hon-
oring the heroism of Herbert A. Little-
ton, a 20-year-old Marine Corps private 
who died while performing acts of gal-
lantry that earned him the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. 

Private First Class Littleton enlisted 
in Black Hawk, South Dakota, and 
served as a radio operator during the 
Korean War with the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve, Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein-
forced). This is the same Marine divi-
sion that turned the course of the Ko-
rean War with its successful landing 
behind enemy lines at Inchon, Korea, 
50 years ago this month. 

Seven months after the Inchon land-
ing, Private First Class Littleton’s 
unit was in Chungchon, Korea. On the 
night of April 22, 1951, Private Little-
ton, a radio operator with an artillery 
forward observation team, was stand-
ing watch. Suddenly Company C’s posi-
tion came under attack from a well 
concealed and numerically superior 
enemy force. Private First Class 
Littleton quickly alerted his team and 
moved into position to begin calling 
down artillery fire on the hostile force. 
But as his comrades arrived to assist, 
an enemy hand grenade was thrown 
into their midst. Private First Class 
Littleton unhesitatingly hurled him-
self on the grenade, absorbing its full, 
shattering impact with his own body 
and saving the other members of his 
team from serious injury or death. 

Following Private First Class 
Littleton’s heroic death, the President 
of the United States awarded him our 
nation’s highest military award for 
bravery. The official citation says: 
‘‘His indomitable valor in the face of 
almost certain death reflects the high-
est credit upon Pfc. Littleton and the 
U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave 
his life for his country.’’ 

Mr. President, today Governor Bill 
Janklow dedicated a granite memorial 
to Private First Class Littleton in 
Spearfish, South Dakota, near the 
town where this young man signed up 
to serve his country. This is a dignified 
and fitting tribute. But there is an-
other memorial to Private First Class 
Littleton on the other side of the Pa-
cific Ocean, where a small, impover-
ished colony has blossomed into the 
Republic of Korea: a peaceful, demo-
cratic society that ranks as one of the 
great economic success stories of the 

20th Century. His sacrifice helped make 
all this possible. 

With this statement before the 
United States Senate, I join in saluting 
Private First Class Littleton. As we 
conduct the nation’s affairs in this 
chamber of the United States Capitol, 
we would do well to remember Private 
First Class Littleton. In our every 
deed, let the members of this body bear 
in mind the lesson of courage, honor, 
and personal sacrifice offered to us by 
a 20-year-old man fighting for his coun-
try in the darkness, far from home. 

f 

FIRESTONE-FORD INVESTIGATION 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to deal with very 
serious problems disclosed in hearings 
yesterday in the Transportation Appro-
priations Subcommittee. The hearing 
involved 88 deaths that have resulted 
from Firestone tires shredding, and a 
great many Ford vehicles—mostly 
Ford Explorers—rolling over and re-
sulting in those 88 deaths. 

The hearing yesterday produced sub-
stantial evidence that ranking officials 
at Firestone and Ford knew about this 
problem, but subjected the owners of 
Ford Explorer vehicles riding on Fire-
stone tires to the risk of death, which 
did eventuate for 88 people, and to very 
serious bodily injury formany more. 
These risks were foisted upon the 
American traveling public at a time 
when both Ford and Firestone knew 
what the problems were, at a time 
when, in October of 1998, customers in 
Venezuela had found the problem, and 
Ford and Firestone were alerted to it, 
with officials in Venezuela now talking 
about criminal prosecutions. In August 
of 1999, the Saudis had their tires re-
placed, so the people in Saudi Arabia 
were being protected while U.S. con-
sumers were not being protected. 

An internal Ford memorandum on 
March 12, 1999, considered whether 
Governmental officials in the United 
States ought to be notified, and a deci-
sion was made not to notify Federal of-
ficials. The matter then came into 
sharp focus in late July of this year, 
with the Ford executive witness testi-
fying that Ford did not know about the 
problem in its full import until July 27 
when Firestone turned over the infor-
mation to Federal authorities. There 
was a representation by the Ford wit-
ness—which candidly strains credu-
lity—and Firestone made representa-
tions that they did not find out about 
this problem until they had conducted 
some extraordinary tests—tests which 
obviously should have been conducted 
at a much earlier stage. 

Yesterday, I questioned the Ford and 
Firestone officials on their willingness 
to turn over all of the records to the 
Transportation Appropriations Sub-
committee, and they said they would; 
although, as I had said at the time, I 
thought there ought to be a subpoena 

issued which made it an obligation. 
Failure to perform would subject any-
body who did not comply with the sub-
poena to charges of obstruction of jus-
tice. When cases of this sort have aris-
en in the past, there is a tremendous 
amount of experience that there is re-
luctance on the part of companies to 
turn over their documents, and they 
are found only after the most detailed 
and excruciating discovery in litiga-
tion. So this is a matter where the doc-
uments will be the best evidence as to 
who knew what, when that was known, 
and what action, if any, was taken. 

The tragedy with the Firestone tires 
and the Ford Explorer rollovers is a 
matter that is going to have to be de-
termined after very substantial inves-
tigation. The witnesses who testified 
yesterday were Joan Claybrook, Presi-
dent of the Public Citizen Organiza-
tion, and R. David Pittle, Senior Vice 
President and Technical Director, Con-
sumers Union. Both of them felt that 
criminal prosecutions were appro-
priate, perhaps rising to the level of 
second degree murder because of a will-
ful disregard or reckless disregard of 
the safety of others, resulting in death, 
which is the legal equivalent of malice 
and which is the basis for a charge as 
serious as murder in the second degree. 

Whether that is applicable to Fire-
stone and Ford remains to be seen. 
However, we find a situation where the 
laws of the United States are inad-
equate to deal with this kind of situa-
tion. There is no legislation on the 
books which establishes a prosecution 
in these terms. 

Back in 1966, the House of Represent-
atives considered similar legislation. I 
have considered it for some time and 
have deferred introducing such legisla-
tion because it seemed to me that per-
haps it was just a little harsh. But with 
the experience of Ford and Firestone, I 
do think it is appropriate for the Con-
gress of the United States to consider 
such legislation. 

That is why today I am introducing a 
bill which would establish criminal 
sanctions for any person who, in gross 
deviation from a reasonable standard 
of care, introduces into interstate com-
merce a product known by that person 
to be defective which causes the death 
or serious bodily injury of any indi-
vidual, calling for penalties up to 15 
years where the requisite malice is 
shown resulting in death, and up to 5 
years where the requisite malice is 
shown for serious bodily injury. 

This is a matter I have studied in 
considerable detail over many years, 
having represented defendants in per-
sonal injury cases—some plaintiffs in 
personal injury cases—but, more spe-
cifically, as district attorney of Phila-
delphia seeing the impact and the ef-
fect of criminal prosecutions and see-
ing to it that people pay attention. 

When there are similar monetary 
awards, it costs the company and it 
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